Students Entering Grade 5

Summer Reading Suggestions
2015
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Children entering Grade 5 books enjoy reading many fiction genres such as mysteries, adventure stories, fantasy, and historical and realistic fictions.  They seek out nonfiction favorites such as poetry, riddles, biographies, game books, sports, and animal books.  
Engaging picture books targeted for their interest level from authors such as Patricia Polacco and Dr. Seuss provide fifth graders the opportunity to be read to or to read to others.  Why not share the joy of reading a read-aloud with your fifth grader with others?  
For more summer reading suggestions as well as year-round recommendations visit James Patterson’s Read Kiddo Read website.  Lists for advanced readers and page-turner books!


http://www.readkiddoread.com/
                    Classic Books for “Rising” Fifth Graders
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                  While relaxing on the beach this summer, why not read other popular 




books by these favorite authors?
Author





Title or Book Series                                                   .

Armstrong 




Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World

Avi 





Don’t You Know There’s a War Going On

Banks 





The Indian in the Cupboard

Barron, T.A.




The Lost Years of Merlin, The Merlin’s Dragon series

Blume 





Blubber

Brittain 




Wish Giver, My Buddy the King

Bunting 




Coffin on a Case, Nasty, Stinky Sneakers

Burnford 




The Incredible Journey

Choldenko




Al Capone Does My Shirts, Al Capone Shines My Shoes

Cleary 





Strider, Dear Mr. Henshaw

Clements 




The School Story, The Last Holiday Concert

Curtis 





The Watsons Go to Birmingham

Dahl 





Matilda

Danziger




The Cat Ate My Gymsuit

deClements 




Nothing’s Fair in Fifth Grade

DeFelice 




The Ghost of Fossil Glen

DiCamillo 




Because of Winn-Dixie, The Tale of Despereaux

Dixon 





Hardy Boys mysteries

Drucker 




Jacob’s Rescue

DuPrau 




City of Ember

Fitzgerald 




The Great Brain, Harriet the Spy

Funke 





Inkspell, Thief Lord, and others in the series

George 




Julie of the Wolves, On the Far Side of the Mountain
Gidwitz




A tale Dark and Grimm

Giff





Lily’s Crossing

Gilson 





Thirteen Ways to Sink a Sub

Gutman 




Million Dollar Shot

Haddix 




Just Ella, Because of Anya, Running Out of Time, Found 

Hesse 





Letters From Rifka

Hiaasen 




Hoot

Holm 





Our Only May Amelia, Penny from Heaven

Ibbotson, Eva




The Secret of Platform 13
Jacques 




Redwall series

Kaye 





The Ordinary Princess

Keene 





Nancy Drew Mysteries

Kehret 





Earthquake Terror

Kerr 





When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit

Konigsburg 




A View From Saturday

Korman, Gordon



Swindle

Krull 





Lives of the Presidents

Law, Ingrid




Savvy,  Scumble (companion book to Savvy)

Lessem 




The Iceman

Levine 





Ella Enchanted

Lupica, Mike




Comeback Kids, Heat

Martin 




Belle Teal

Mazer 





A Boy At War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor

Mundis 




My Chimp Friday

O’Brien 




Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH

O’Dell 





Sarah Bishop

Paolini 




Eragon

Park





The Kid in the Red Jacket

Paulsen 




Hatchet

Peck 





Soup, A Year Down Yonder, A Long Way from Chicago

Robinson 




The Best School Year Ever

Sachar 





Holes, Small Steps

Sage 





Magyk (series)
Scieszka 




Time Warp Trio series

Snicket 




A Series of Unfortunate Events

Sobol 





Encyclopedia Brown series

Spinelli 




Crash, The Library Card

Tanaka 




Attack on Pearl Harbor

White





The Trumpet of the Swan

Wilder





Little House on the Prairie Series

Wright 




The Dollhouse Murders, A Ghost in the House

Woodruff 




Ghost of Lizard Light

Yolen 





Wizard’s Hall
For more popular books for Gr. 5 students, go to:

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/678


The Newbery Medal was named for eighteenth-century British bookseller John Newbery. It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children.





2015 Medal Winner 
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Crossover by Kwame Alexander


With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop 
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He 
and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his 
blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle 
grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. 



                      2015 Honor Books
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El Deafo by Cece Bell 


In this insightful and humorous graphic novel memoir, Cece Bell portrays growing up with 
a giant hearing aid strapped to her chest. Themes of navigating a new school, sleepovers, 
finding 
a true friend and a first crush make this book universal in appeal.   Author shows that our 
differences are gifts that “can be turned into something amazing.”
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Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson


Author’s lyrical memoir chronicles the incidents and emotions she experienced as an African-
American girl growing up in the 1960s and 1970s. Precise language magnifies moments and 
connects them to the larger historical narrative. Her elegant and evocative stand-alone poems 
weave a story about her development from a struggling reader and dreamer into a 
confident young woman and writer.

Pictures and descriptions from:

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal
Past Newbery Award Winner Books:  http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners
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The following book lists have been compiled from 2 sources:  the American Library 
   Association’s 2015 Notable Book List and Children’s Choice Book Awards at 


               Children's Choice Awards 2015 . 


            Each year, the ALA recognizes “notable” books, books that are especially outstanding in their field, and encourage children’s interests.  These exemplary books can be picture books, works of fiction, information books, or poetry for children birth through age 14.  For a complete list of ALA’s Notable Books and go to:  http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
Middle Readers – Grades 3-5   
Absolutely Almost. By Lisa Graff. 

In this relatable tale, fifth grader Albie is not very good at a lot of things, but with a little help from a new babysitter, he finds out that being himself is the most important thing.  
Arcady's Goal. By Eugene Yelchin. Illus. by the author.
Arcady longs to play for the Red Army Soccer Club. Many obstacles interfere with attaining his goal because his family is considered enemies of the state.

The Boundless. By Kenneth Oppel. 

Suspense and adventure race alongside Will through the Canadian wilderness on the Boundless, the largest and fastest train ever built. All aboard for an action-packed escapade from the internationally bestselling author of Airborne and the Silverwing trilogy.

The Case of the Vanishing Little Brown Bats: A Scientific Mystery. By Sandra Markle. Illus. Millbrook. 

Follow the scientific method as a group of researchers notice something wrong with the little brown bat population and search for a way to save them.  Stunning photographs make the discovery even more fascinating.

Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa's Fastest Cats. By Sy Montgomery. Photographs by Nic Bishop. 

Montgomery and Bishop join the Cheetah Conservation Fund in the African wilderness, studying the cheetah's ecological, genetic, and behavioral patterns in order to chase down the fastest animal in the world.

 Dare the Wind: The Record-Breaking Voyage of Eleanor Prentiss and the Flying Cloud. By Tracey Fern. Illus. by Emily Arnold McCully.  

A thrilling, true story of a clipper ship race from New York to San Francisco navigated by Eleanor Prentiss, the first woman to make the journey.   

The Dumbest Idea Ever!  By Jimmy Gownley.  

What if the dumbest idea ever turned your life upside down?

Renowned comics creator Jimmy Gownley shares his adventures as he grows from an eager-to-please boy into a teenage comic book artist. This is the real-life story of how the DUMBEST idea ever became the BEST thing that ever happened to him.

El Deafo. By Cece Bell. Color by David Lasky. 

In this insightful and humorous graphic novel memoir, Bell portrays growing up with a giant hearing aid strapped to her chest.  Themes of navigating a new school, sleepovers, finding a true friend, and a first crush make this book universal in appeal. (2015 Newbery Honor Book)
 The Fourteenth Goldfish. By Jennifer L. Holm. 

With humor and a light tone, eleven-year-old Ellie’s scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging.  Consequently, grandfather  has turned into a teenager--which makes for complicated relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter.  

The Great Greene Heist. By Varian Johnson. 

Reformed schemer and middle schooler Jackson Greene comes out of retirement, assembling a top-notch team to pull off Maplewood Middle School's biggest con ever in a fast-paced caper.

Half a Chance. By Cynthia Lord. 

Lucy, with her mother and her photographer father, has just moved to a small rural community in New Hampshire, and with her new friend, Nate, she plans to spend the summer taking photos for a contest - but pictures sometimes reveal more than people are willing to see.  Story of friendship, loss, and self-identity told through the lens of her interest in photography. 

Hope Is a Ferris Wheel. By Robin Herrera. 
 Fifth grader Star tries to fit in but seems to be failing miserably. To connect with classmates that only seem to care about her trailer-park home, she starts a poetry club. An insightful story of a young girl who learns to accept her family and herself while trying to make sense of the world around her.

Ice Dogs.  By Terry Lynn Johnson.

Victoria Secord, a fourteen-year-old Alaskan dogsled racer, loses her way on a routine outing with her dogs. With food gone and temperatures dropping, her survival and that of her dogs and the mysterious boy she meets in the woods is entirely up to her. Author, Terry Lynn Johnson, is a musher herself, and her crackling writing puts readers at the reins as Victoria and Chris experience setbacks, mistakes, and small triumphs in their wilderness adventure.

The Luck Uglies. By Paul Durham. Illus. by Pétur Antonsson. 

Eleven-year-old Rye O'Chanter and her two friends delve into the secret lore of their village when the wicked Bog Noblins threatens her village. They are led to the notorious secret society, the Luck Uglies, and end up more involved than she imagined. A fast-paced fantasy.

Mysterious Patterns: Finding Fractals in Nature. By Sarah C. Campbell. Photographs by the author and Richard P. Campbell.   A photographic introduction to nature’s shapes and fractal patterns - shapes that are not perfect but change in the same way over and over.  Photographs show where these marvels can be found and clear language will engage readers to be more observant and see the correlation between nature and math.  

 Neighborhood Sharks: Hunting with the Great Whites of California’s Farallon Islands. By Katherine Roy. Illus. by the author. 

With vivid paintings and clear, accessible text, Roy creates a heart-stopping look at what great white sharks do best—hunt for their next meal. (2015 Sibert Honor Book)

 Nest. By Esther Ehrlich. 

Chirp's safe, secure home life changes when her mother is diagnosed with a serious disease. As her family works to pick up the pieces, Chirp learns just how much love and friendship can overcome. An emotional story.
Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy.  By Karen Foxlee.

An unlikely heroine, Ophelia Jane Worthington-Whittard, doesn't believe in anything that can't be proven by science. She and her sister Alice are still grieving for their dead mother when their father takes a job in a strange museum in a city where it always snows. On her very first day in the museum Ophelia discovers a boy locked away in a long forgotten room. He is a prisoner of Her Majesty, the Snow Queen, and he has been waiting for Ophelia's help.

As Ophelia embarks on an incredible journey to rescue the boy, everything that she believes will be tested. Along the way she learns about the boy's own remarkable journey to reach her and save the world. A story within a story, this a modern day fairytale about the power of friendship, courage and love, and never ever giving up.

Rain Reign. By Ann M. Martin. 

Rose’s obsession with homophones and rules distinguishes her from most other fifth graders, but also provides insights into the world of a child challenged by Asperger’s Syndrome. When Rain, Rose’s beloved dog, goes missing, readers will be moved by the decisions she makes to find and care for her pet. 

A Snicker of Magic. By Natalie Lloyd. 

 Felicity Pickle, a word collector and poet, hopes Midnight Gulch, Tennessee proves to be a permanent home for her wandering family. She uses her words to restore the town's magic in an endearing story of community. 

 Three Bird Summer. By Sara St.Antoine. 

Adam and his new friend spend the summer in the quiet setting of Three Bird Lake, solving the mystery of notes left by his grandmother to a romance of long ago. Gentle and heartfelt.  

The Turtle of Oman. By Naomi Shihab Nye. 
Aref is unhappy about leaving Oman to journey to Michigan where his parents will study for three years. In his final days he shares many new experiences with his beloved grandfather, Sidi, and some quiet moments too.

 Under the Egg. By Laura Marx Fitzgerald. 

Theodora must figure out the puzzle of a painting bequeathed to her by her dying grandfather and enlists her neighbors for help. A fun middle grade mystery.  

 West of the Moon. By Margi Preus. 

Folklore and history blend together seamlessly in this mystical story of strong-willed Astri's escape from poverty in Norway to a new life in America.
 

Websites of Interest for Gr. 5 Students

Education World - Summer Reading Suggestions for 5th graders
[image: image6.jpg]


http://www.educationworld.com/summer_reading/5th_grade.shtml
How to Write a Research Paper 

http://www.factmonster.com/homework/t8biblio.html
Reluctant Readers

http://childrensbooks.about.com/cs/reluctantreaders/a/reluctantreader.htm
Compiled by 

Mrs. A. Petrilli

Millington School Library Media Specialist
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